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the Illinois Courts. The pages that follow contain a summary of

the day-to-day operations of the Illinois Supreme, Appellate and
Circuit Courts, as well as an overview of the Administrative Office of
the Illinois Courts. Many of the initiatives undertaken and implemented
by the Illinois Judicial Branch this past year are highlighted throughout
the Report, including several Supreme Court projects and policies
introduced to ensure the continued availability and efficacy of critical
judicial branch services. During yet another year of declining financial
resources, the Supreme Court continued to enhance its utilization of
technology and has held fast to its commitment to persevere through
the fiscal challenges facing the judicial branch with an emphasis on
innovation and efficiency.

It is with great pleasure that I present the 2012 Annual Report of

The Report is presented in two volumes: an Administrative Summary
and a Statistical Summary. The Administrative Summary contains a
message from the Chief Justice and the 2012 Report to the Illinois
Michael J. Tardy General Assembly, as well as an overview of the state and local
Director funding responsibilities required for the operation of our court system.
Additionally, the Administrative Summary provides information about
the judicial officers and employees who work daily to provide access to justice and maintain operations for
our unified court system. A second volume, the Statistical Summary, contains statistical data regarding
court case loads at the Supreme, Appellate, and Circuit court levels, including graphical presentations
of five-year case load trends.

The Administrative Office extends its sincere gratitude to the Clerks of the Supreme, Appellate, and
Circuit Courts for their continued commitment and cooperation in providing the case load data published
in this Report. I also wish to thank the staff of the Administrative Office who request, compile, organize
and design the information received to create this Report. Providing the citizens of Illinois with an
annual record of judicial branch activities enables a public understanding and trust in our court system
that is crucial to achieving continued accountability and transparency. On behalf of the Supreme Court, I
also wish to express my gratitude for the tireless efforts and steadfast dedication of the men and women
who make up the Illinois Judiciary, as well as the non-judicial employees and court personnel who strive
daily to deliver and support fair, impartial, efficient and affordable justice to the Illinois public.

I hope that this Report provides a valuable resource to better understand the work and function of our
court system. I encourage you to visit the Illinois Supreme Court website at www.illinoiscourts.qgov for
current information concerning the Illinois court system and to learn more about the judicial branch of
government. The website is frequently updated in order to remain a current source of information and
education for the citizens we serve.

Michael J. Tardy, Diréctor
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts
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