400.04  Strict Product Liability--Proximate Cause--Definition

When I use the expression “proximate cause,” I mean [that] [a] [any] cause which, in
natural or probable sequence, produced the injury complained of. [It need not be the only cause,
nor the last or nearest cause. It is sufficient if it concurs with some other cause acting at the same
time, which in combination with it, causes the injury.]

Notes on Use

This instruction in its entirety should be used only when there is evidence of a concurring or
contributing cause to the injury or death (other than acts or omissions of the plaintiff). In cases where
there is no evidence of a concurring or contributing cause, the short version without the bracketed
material should be used.

Comment

The unreasonably dangerous condition must be a proximate cause of the plaintiff's injury or
damage. Suvada v. White Motor Co., 32 111.2d 612, 210 N.E.2d 182 (1965); Restatement (Second) of
Torts §402A (1965). On proximate cause, see Comment to IPI 15.01.
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