
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN RE: CONTINUING JURY 
TRIALS DUE TO 
COVID-19 

) 
) 
) 
) 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 

ORDER NO. 20-17 

Based on applicable information from public health authorities and the recent rise of the 
positivity rate for COVID-19 in the Twentieth Judicial Circuit, and specifically St. Clair County, 
at this time and until further Order of this Court, proper distancing and facilities limitations 
prevent trials from proceeding safely in St. Clair County. 

This determination is based on the limitations in Court facilities for conducting jury trials 
and takes into consideration the burden and effect on staffing, as well as the state of emergency 
that has been declared by the Governor of the State of Illinois in order to prevent the spread of 
the novel coronavirus. Moreover, having considered the interests of the health and safety of all 
Court users, potential jurors, litigants, witnesses, staff, and judicial officers during these 
extraordinary circumstances, all trials are continued from August 3, 2020 until fmiher Order of 
this Court. 

The continuances occasioned by this Order serve the ends of justice and outweigh the 
best interests of the public and defendants in a speedy trial. Therefore, such continuances shall be 
excluded from speedy trial computations contained in section 103-5 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure of 1963 (725 ILCS 5/103-5 (West 2018)) and section 5-601 of the Illinois Juvenile 
Court Act (705 ILCS 405/5-601 (West 2018)). Statutory time restrictions in section 103-5 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 and section 5-601 of the Juvenile Court Act shall be tolled 
until further Order of the Illinois Supreme Court. 

The Resident Circuit Judges of Monroe, Randolph, Perry and Washington Counties are 
authorized to issue local Orders, rules or protocols as to the setting of trials within their 
respective counties, taking into consideration the Illinois Supreme Court's May 20, 2020 Order 
M.R. 30370, In re: Illinois Courts Response to COVID-19 Emergency, effective June 1, 2020. 

DATED: July 31, 2020 

Andrew J. G eeson 
Chief Circ 't Judge 


